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SPIRITAN
NEWS
CONGREGAZIONE DELLO SPIRITO SANTO -

CLIVO DI CINNA, 195 -

00136 ROMA

The Province of Angola
The Province of Angola held its Chapter in Huambo
from 9-18 February, with the Superior General, Fr.
Pierre Haas, among those present, as well as one of the
General Assistants, Fr. Manuel Goncalves, who was
himself recently a missionary in Angola. There are several thriving Spiritan Foundations in Africa, some close
to becoming Provinces, but so far there have been only
two Provinces, the other being Nigeria. which like Angola had a mass exodus of missionaries, due to civil war.
Unlike Nigeria, which has had 18 years to recover from
the war and is now the fifth largest Province in the Congregation, Angola is still in the throes of an interminable
and disastrous civil war which has brought great hardship to the population and which calls for considerable
heroism on the part of the confreres. The Province now
numbers 19 Angolan and 8 non-Angolan members and
there are 47 other Spiritans working in the country. In
1974 there were 241 Spiritans working there.

A 'Spiritan' mission
Of the population of 9,500,000 in Angola, nearly half
(about 4,500,000) are Catholic, and the Congregation played
a major part in the building up of this Church. There had
been a Diocese of Angola and the Congo founded in 1596,
with its cathedral at Sao Salvador (modern Mbanza-Congo),
the capital of the Kingdom of the Congo, in northern Angola.
The see was later transferred to Luanda. After 1640 the
region had been evangelized by the Capuchins, but these had
withdrawn in 1835, and in 1852 there were only five priests
to help the newly appointed Bishop.
In 1865 the Holy See asked the Spiritans to evangelize
the country, and two Spiritans, Frs. Joseph Poussot and
Antoine Espitallie, arrived at Ambriz on 14 March 1866, followed by three others. They worked at Ambriz and Luanda,
but the group withdrew in 1870, after the deaths of Frs.
Espitallie and Lapeyre, both in their twenties. In the meantime Fr. Charles Duparquet had tried to establish a work at
Moi;:amedes in the south (Nov. 1866-May 1867), but had
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had to withdraw because of opposition from the Portuguese
government, which viewed French missionaries with suspicion. On his return to Europe he founded the Portuguese
Province by opening a scholasticate at Santarem in September 1867 (transferred five years later to Braga).
Fr. Duparquet was back in Angola in 1873, this time
founding a mission at Landana, in the Cabinda enclave, with
Fr. Hippolyte Carrie, who in 1886 became the first Vicar
Apostolic of the (French) Congo, while the Portuguese Congo, in the north of Angola, became a separate Prefecture,
also under Spiritans. Fr. Duparquet, for his part, had gone
south in 1878, exploring a vast area, and in 1879 he was
named Vice-Prefect of Cimbebasia (south-eastern Angola,
Namibia and Botswana). In 1881 he founded the mission of
Huila, inland from Moi;:amedes, this time with the approval of
the Portuguese government. Fr. Jose-Maria Antunes, one
of the first two Portuguese Spiritans, was appointed parish
priest, and the mission, with its seminary and schools, became a starting point for the evangelization of southern Angola. In the capital, Luanda, a permanent Spiritan community was established in 1887 (its centenary was celebrated
last year).
Angola became the main mission field of the growing
Portuguese Province and, though the secular clergy and other Congregations also supplied missionaries, Spiritans had a
predominant role. This was recognized by the Holy See
when a Spiritan, Mgr. Moises Alves de Pinho, was named
Bishop of Angola and the Congo in 1932. In 1941 the
ecclesiastical structure was reorganized, Luanda becoming
an Archdiocese, under Archbishop Alves de Pinho, with two
suffragan Dioceses: Nova Lisboa (Huambo) and Silva Porto
(Kwito-Bie), the former also under a Spiritar:,, Bishop Daniel

for instance, west oJ Malanje, formerly served 80 villages;
today there are 28 villages in the area, of which only 12 can
be visited by the missionaries. The MPLA government also
confiscated Radio Ecclesia, made it very difficult for O Apostol~~o t~ appear, and took over all schools, including the
Sp1~1t~ns large Holy Ghost College at Huambo, their Teacher
Training College at Kuima, and their two orphanages.
It bacame necessary to reorganize to meet the needs of
the ne~ situati?n and, in spite of the small number of Ango-.
Ian Spmtans (eight at the ti~e), the Province of Angola was
s~t up on 29 June 1977, with Fr. Bernardo Bongo as Provincial. A few of the expatriate Spiritans joined the Province as
full members, while others elected to work in it while retaining their original Province of origin.

The former Holy Ghost College in Huambo.
Junquei_ra. Another Spiritan, Mgr. Pompeu Seabra, later became Bishop of Malanje. Today Angola has 3 Archdioceses
and 11 Diocese_s, all but three of them headed by Angolans,
have received at least a part of their education with
Spmtans and are happy to acknowledge this in their visits to
the Generalate in Rome. Angola got its first Cardinal in
1983: Cardinal Alexandre do Nascimento, now Archbishop
of Luanda.

Protracted warfare
In 1951 the political status of Angola was changed from
a colony to an overseas province of Portugal. This gave
Angolans, a~ l~ast in theory, the same rights as the Portuguese, and It Is true that there was less racism and more
intermarriage in the former Portuguese colonies than in others. But the political climate was changing and, with many
African countries attaining independence, a strong movement towards independence began also in Angola.
In 1961 there were several rebellions, and from then on
there was guerrilla warfare against the government organized by three liberation movements: the MPLA, FNLA
and UNIT A. The April 197 4 revolution in Portugal brought a
change of government there, and 11 November 1975 was
set as the date for Angolan independence. A power struggle then began between the three liberation movements the
Marx_ist pro-Russian MPLA emerging as the winner, with the
backing of the ne'-'." ~ocialist government in Portugal. This
was only the beginning, however, of a more bloody civil
war, as the great powers jockeyed for influence. FNLA was
soon eliminated in the north, but the struggle continued
between the MPLA government, backed by Russian arms
and the presence of some 40,000 Cuban soldiers, and UNIT A, backed by the USA and South Africa, and the presence
recently of more than 3,000 South African soldiers. There
have been talks between the two sides in London and Brazzaville this month (May 1988), but the end does not yet
seem in sight.

There were few Angolan Spiritans at the time because
for a hundred years the Congregation had not recruited in the
country, preferring to help in the building up of the local dio~esan clergy. In fact there had been one early Angolan SpirItan: Fr. Luis Barros (1858-1931), who did his novitiate in
CPortugal soon after his ordination in 1895. He worked devotedly for over 30 years in the Huila area, though he would
have preferred to work among his own people near Benguela.
Aher 1962, a few seminarians from Huambo asked to
enter the Congregation and they did their novitiate in Portugal. In 1968 a junior scholasticate was opened in Huambo
but during the turmoil at the time of independence, most of
the aspirants leh. The first novitiate opened at Huambo in
1975, with three professions the following year. Since then
ther~ has been a slow but steady growth, and today the
Province counts 10 Angolan and 8 non-Angolan priests, 2
Angolan Brothers /one of them a permanent deacon), and 7
prof~ssed theol?g1ans. Fr. Bernardo Bongo was Provincial
for six year~ until 1983, when Fr. Bernard Duchene, formerly
of the Province of France, was appointed Provincial. The
Provincialate is in Luanda.
The Province· s houses of formation are as follows: a
'foyer' at Huambo (director: Fr. Jose dos Reis Gaspar), with
about a ~o~en second~ry students attending schools in the
town; a Junior scholast1cate at Landana (director: Fr. James
Flynn),_ with 17_ students in th_eir final two years of secondary
schooling; a first-cycle seminary at Huambo (director: Fr.
John Kingston), with 28 students; and a novitiate at Munhino, _near Lubango (director: Fr. Benedito Roberto), with 7
~ov_Ices. Th~ 7 professed theologians are doing their studIe~ in Brazzav1l!e. At the moment a formation house is being
built at MalanJ_e to replace the one at Landana, which belongs to the diocese. One of the problems of formation is
that young men are being constantly called up for military
service - e.g. on 5 March this year four of the 21 students
at Landana were called up for service at the age of 18.
The _Province is divided into seven geographical zones,
each with a delegate on the Provincial Council. There are
nine communities with 3-7 confreres, eleven with 2 confreres, and 8 confreres live on their own, four of them completely isolated because of the war. Fifteen of the communi-

From Districts to Province
In 197 4 the_re were three Spiritan, Districts in Angola :
Luanda, Nova Lisboa (Huambo), and Sa da Bandeira (Lubango), with a total of 241 confreres, of whom 178 were from
the Portuguese Province, 30 from Holland and 33 from other
Provinces. Although by then there were no Spiritan Bishops, th_e Congre1ption '-'."as ~till responsible for important
works like the maJor seminary in Luanda, several junior seminaries and secondary schools, the national Catholic newspaper O Apostolado, and Radio Ecclesia. (In 1974 there were
also 205 other expatriate· priests and 118 Angolan priests
working in the country.)
With independence and the spread of the civil war, more
than half the expa~riate _missionaries leh and many missions
~ere abandoned, including 27 that had been staffed by SpirItans. ~ome of the missions became too dangerous and
many villages were abandoned by the . people in a move
towards the safety of larger towns. The Cacuso mission,
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Students at the L§ndana juniorate, with the mission house in
the background.

ties are international, as, apart from 38 confreres from Portugal, there are confreres from Holland, Ireland, France, England, Belgium, Spain and Brazil.
The work has to be carried on in conditions of great hardship, privation, difficulty and danger, but the confreres, both
Angolan and expatriate, continue to serve their people with
great courage and dedication. Some have already paid with
their lives - among the 27 priests, Brothers and Sisters
killed there have been six Spiritans: Frs. Thijssen, Ribeiro
Lopes, Pereira, Wozniak and Ligthart, and Br. Afonso Rodrigues. Others suffered serious injuries, including Frs. Abflio
Ribas (now Bishop of Sao Tome), Jose de Castro Oliveira
(now Provincial of Portugal), Antonius van Horrik, Agostinho
Loureiro and Ant6nio Catangambo.
Every aspect of the work is conditioned by the war,
which continues to devastate a country that could be one of
the most prosperous in Africa. Here, as in other parts of the
world, it is the poor who pay for the geopolitics of the
superpowers. The countryside has been deserted and agriculture ruined as people flee to the relative safety of towns,
though even the towns are unsafe apart from Luanda, Benguela and Lubango. Everywhere one can see mutilated
people - 71,000, according to a recent Caritas estimate.
Famine is widespread and the towns are full of beggars. In
the struggle for survival the moral fabric of society is affected, with corruption becoming more common, as well as
matrimonial instability as families are broken up.
However, after an initial period when atheism was being
strongly promoted, Catholics are no longer afraid to confess
their religion openly, and the Church's standing among the
people is high. lnculturation is stressed, with catechists
playing an important role. Most of the priests are severely
overworked because of the shortage of personnel, and there
is a constant shortage of food and other supplies. The provincial bursar's office in Luanda does its best to obtain and
distribute supplies, and in this connection one should mention also the work of Fr. Harrie Verdijk as national director of

Fr. Bernardo Bongo
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Caritas and of the Pontifical Mission-Aid Societies, and of
Fr. Krien Houdijk, a former General Councillor, who has organized a network of assistance in Europe.
During his visit to the Province (4 Dec.-19 Feb.), Fr. Gonc;alves was able to visit practically all the confreres, and Fr.
General, during his somewhat shorter visit (15 Jan.-20 Feb.)
got round to the main areas. Both attended the Province's
second Chapter (the first was in 1980), at which there were
six other guests from abroad as well as the 29 capitulants.
The main themes treated were inculturation, Justice and
Peace, formation, the Province's place in the local Church,
and some questions of organization. The discussions were
far from merely theoretical, and many practical decisions
were taken so as to give as much help as possible to the
Angolan Church and people in their long ordeal. Fr. General
assured the Province of the Congregation's continued support and encouragement, and, in a final message to the confreres when he was leaving, he thanked them all for their
fidelity, dedication and serenity in the difficult circumstances
in which the country and the Church found themselves.

News Items
Decisions of the General Council
The General Council
• on 20 April, confirmed the election of Fr. Robert ELLISON
as District Superior of the Gambia for a second three-year
term, beginning on 15 June;
• on 20 April, confirmed the election of Fr. Armand BERGHMANS as Provincial Superior of Belgium for a second threeyear term, beginning on 3 August;
• on 6 May, decided that the scope of .the Spiritan Research and Animation Centre in Rome would be enlarged
to encompass not only the study of Spiritan sources but also
the questions of Mission and of Justice and Peace; and
appointed Frs. Maurice GOBEIL (Canada) and David REGAN
(Ireland) to the Centre for a three-year term beginning on 15
Sept. 1988 (they will cooperate with Fr. William HEADLEY
on Justice and Peace issues) ;
• on 11 May, appointed Fr. Abel MOREIRA DIAS (Portugal)
to the General Bursar's office in Fribourg, Switzerland, for a
three-year term beginning on 1 Sept. 1988;
• on 16 May, established the Spiritans in Mexico as an
apostolic group (SRL, 156. 1);
• on 20 May, confirmed the election of Fr. Pierre SCHOUVER as District Superior of Bangui for a three-year term
beginning on 15 Oct. 1988;
• on 20 May, appointed Fr. Marc SOYER as District Superior
of Madagascar for a three-year term beginning on 15 Sept.
1988;
• made the following First Appointments from Ireland :

Conor COURTNEY to Angola; Philip CROWE to the Gambia;
Patrick McGHEE to Brazil S. W.; Fin bar O'BRIEN to Ghana;
• made the following First Appointments from Poland:
Andrzej OWCA to Yugoslavia: Roman FURGALSKI to Southern Africa; Janusz POKSINSKI to Yaounde; Josef ZWOLINSKI to Senegal.

Portugal
On 20 May, Fr. Firmino de Sa Cachada became Director
of LIAM, the Portuguese Spiritans' nationwide Liga lntensific
cadora da Aci;ao Missionaria. (Spiritan News No. 68, of
Aug.-Oct. last year, had a front-page story on the 50th anniversary of LIAM.) He takes over from Fr. Jose de Castro
Oliveira, who on the same day replaced Fr. Manuel Duraes
Barbosa as Provincial. Fr. Cachada will also be Provincial
Assistant for missionary animation. Aged 43, he worked
for seven years in Cape Verde before doing a licentiate in
sociology at Strasbourg, where he was also qhaplain to Portuguese and Spanish immigrants. In 1982 he returned to
Lisbon, where he has been editor of the monthly newspaper
Aci;ao Missionaria and has devoted himself to youth work,
founding the movement Jovens sem Fronteiras in 1983.

Ireland
The second oldest member of the Congregation and the
· grand old man· of the Irish Province, Fr. Daniel Murphy,
died on 4 April at the age of 97. Usually referred to as Dr.
Dan (he had doctorates in philosophy and theology from Fribourg University), he is remembered especially for his 13
years as Irish Provincial ( 1934-47), during which the Province saw its greatest period of growth, and his 12 years as
Procurator to the Holy See in Rome ( 1950-62). (The oldest
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member of the Congregation, Br. Cantius Szurszewski, of
USA/E, will be 98 on 28 July.)
On 11 February, the Provincial, Fr. Michael McCarthy,
officially opened the new nursing unit, Marian House, at Kimmage Manor. It has 15 rooms, 12 of which are already
occupied. A trained nurse is on duty seven days a week.
The property at Kilshane, which had served as the Province's novitiate from 1933 to 1979, was sold last year.
During its 46 years as novitiate, it had a total of 1,771
entrants and 1,256 professions, i.e. an average of 27 professions a year out of 38 entrants. The highest number of
entrants was 82, in 1944, and the lowest was 7, in 1977.
There were· six novice masters: Frs. John McCarthy (later
Archbishop of Nairobi), Thomas Gough, William Higgins,
Pearse Moloney, William Nugent and Noel Banahan.

Gabon: Blessing of new Brottier Seminary

Spiritan missionaries. The White Fathers had indeed made
two attempts to enter the region from the north, in 1876
and 1881, but on both occasions all the members of the
expedition were murdered before arriving at their destination. In 1888 six Spiritan priests and a Brother entered the
country by way of the Senegal River and established a mission at Kita. Three of the priests died within three years,
but the mission developed and in 1892 new missions were
opened at Kayes and Dinguira. After the fall of Timbuktu to
French forces in 1895, the White Fathers were able to begin
work in the country, and the three Spiritan missions were
ceded to them in 1901. (Cf. Koren: To the Ends of the
Earth, pp. 320-322). The closing celebrations of the centenary year will be held in Bamako from 15-20 November it was on 20 Nov. 1888 that the mission of Kita was
founded.

Jubilarians
65 Years of Profession:
17 Sept.: Mgr. Gustave BOUVE (Belgium), Frs. Alain
STRULLU (Guadeloupe), Thomas FINAN (England), Johannes van de ZANDT (Brazil Cent.).
7 Oct. : Fr. James COLEMAN (Ireland).
1 Nov. : Frs. Alban LE DANTEC (Martinique), Antoine RITTER (Reunion).
60 Years of Profession:
8 Sept. : Frs. Emile HAAS, Aloyse KARMANN, Gabriel
KRUMMENACKER, Antoine WOLLENSCHNEIDER
(France), Jean ROHART, Rene TRICLOT (Martinique), Manuel MEIRA (Angola).
9 Sept.: Brs. Jude BERNABLE (France), Dominic REARDON
(USA/E).
8 Nov. : Fr. Joseph GUILBAUD (France).

The new Brottier Seminary, near Libreville, for first-cycle
students of the Central African Foundation was officially
blessed and inaugurated by Archbishop Anguile of Libreville
on 28 February this year - the feast of Blessed Daniel Brottier. Before the blessing, the guests were addressed by the
superior of the CAF, Fr. Ferdinand Azegue, and by the rector, Fr. Joseph Wollenschneider, who thanked all those who
had made the seminary a reality. The buildings had in fact
been put up in the unexpectedly short time of eight months,
due largely to the zeal with which Fr. Lucien Fischer and his
team of Brothers and Fathers of the District of Gabon threw
themselves personally into the work. Thus by 3 October
1987 the 28 scholastics and their directors were able to
move into the buildings, at Angondje, 5 kms. from the airport to the north of Libreville. For the previous year they
had temporarily occupied the former house of the Spiritan
staff at Bessieux College in Libreville.
Last Sept. 8, nine novices of the Foundation made their
first profession before the Superior General, Fr. Pierre Haas,
in Mbalmayo cathedral, Cameroon, and a tenth novice made
his profession later. Nine new novices took their place at
the Mbalmayo novitiate for the current year, under Fr. Rene
Charrier and Br. Paul Ronssin.

USA East
Duquesne University has a layman as president for the
first time. The Board of Directors met on 5 May and selected Dr. John E. Murray as the new president. Dr. Murray,
55, was on the faculty of Duquesne's law school from
1959-67. Since then he has been dean of the law schools
of the University of Pittsburgh and of Villanova University.

Centenary of the Church in Mali
.One might be surprised to find an item about Mali in Spiritan News, as it has been traditionally associated with the
White Fathers, but the celebration this year of the Catholic
Church in Mali commemorates in fact the arrival of the first

60 Years of Priesthood:
28 Oct. : Frs. Ernest IZART, Frani;:ois LEROUX, Albert
RIEHL (France), Antoine RITTER (Reunion).
50 Years of Profession:
8 Sept.: Br. Josephus van der STEEN (Holland).
9 Sept.: Brs. Stephane BUAUD, Martin LEMOINE (France).
50 Years of Priesthood;
15 Sept. : Frs. Frederick C. LACHOWSKI, John S. RONDEAU (USA/E), Robert J. EBERHARDT, James J.
WHITE (USA/W).
25 Sept. : Fr. Joseph JACKSON (England).
29 Sept.: Mgr. Michel BERNARD, Mgr. Je,an DAVID, Frs.
Gaston DEVILLE, Emmanuel JEZO, Jean LACROIX, Joseph MICHEL, Emile MORGEN, Medard
OFFTINGER, Paul SCHOUVER (France), Mgr.
Andre LOUCHEUR (Yaounde), Frs. Herve AUTRET
(Guadeloupe), Rene CHAMAGNE (Guinea), Albert
ROUSSEL (Congo), Charles BERCLAZ (Switzerland).
28 Oct.
Frs. Jean-Baptiste SCHOEFFEL, Albert SPECHT
(France), Albert CLAER (Gabon).
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Fr. Albert TEXIER (French Guiana), 74.
Fr. Daniel MURPHY (Ireland), 97.
Fr. Eugene BRISSON (France), 70.
Fr. Jose PALMA TORRES (Brazil S.E.), 62.
Mr. Axel-Louis MARTIAL (Haiti), 31 .
Fr. Pierre CHRISTIAENS (France), 60.
Fr. Gilles MARCHAL (Belgium), 79.
Fr. Antonius van LIEROP (Holland), 80.
Fr. Johannes B. SCHELEN (Holland), 79 .
Fr. Sean DUKE (Kenya), 58.
Fr. Jacques BERTRAND (France), 79.
Fr. Jean DECKMYN (Guadeloupe), 76.
Fr. John J. GALLAGHER (USA/E), 71 .
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